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 Why the Stratus( II Central Control System
	What is the

Stratus II( Central Control System?
	Stratus II( is more than just a sprinkler control; it is a golf course irrigation management system that gives superintendents more advanced control and precision over their irrigation than any other system on the market. Despite its extraordinary power and advanced features, Stratus II is incredibly easy to use.    Professional irrigation management techniques used at many of the top golf courses in the world are within the reach of every superintendent.  Even if you have never used a computer before, you will be able to use Stratus II the very first day.   This easy to use yet powerful control system is a multi-management tool with dynamic course maps, state-of-the-art Evapotranspiration (ET) scheduling, customized course graphics, and the ability to “see” the placement of individual rotors.  It provides a fast and easy, yet highly precise, irrigation solution that utilizes some of the most advanced software development tools in the industry.

	Who is the Target Market?
	The primary market for Stratus II includes superintendents, specifiers, architects, consultants, contractors, city agencies, greens committees, and management companies.

	Who is the Competition?
	The competition is primarily the Toro SitePro( and Hunter Genesis™ control systems.  Rain Bird’s advantage stems from its extensive innovative background, comprehensive package working in the latest version of Windows® operating systems, Stratus II’s standard mapping functions as well as from the following: 


	 RB Advantage
	 RB Stratus II Feature that Demonstrates Advantage

	Ease of Use
	QuickStart( and QuickIRR( allow the user to begin without reading a manual.  The graphical interface provides simple to use and easy to understand program screens.


	 RB Advantage
	 RB Stratus II Feature that Demonstrates Advantage

	Backward Compatibility
	The user can continue to use any/all RB satellites currently installed.  The satellite communication can use the hybrid option that can control different types of satellites (2-wire, radio link, decoder) that can be used in conjunction with Stratus II simultaneously.

	Real time Feedback Capability
	Stratus II’ real time feedback capability means that the central control system communicates directly to all of its two-wire satellites, radio links, or decoders and receives information back almost instantly.  Because of this technology, a Stratus II user can easily make last minute programming changes.  It is also this technology that allows Stratus II to make station control adjustments during the irrigation cycle – an essential feature for up-to-the minute irrigation management.


	What are the Selling Points?
	1. Ease of Use: Stratus II is quick and easy to use.  It can operate up 672 satellite stations throughout the course.  Direct Manual Access( permits activation of any station simply by clicking on that station.

2. Compatibility:   Rain Bird’s central control systems are designed with built-in upgrade paths to more advanced features.   This ensures that the solutions chosen today will not be obsolete next year.  Superintendents can use Stratus II now and purchase a low-cost software upgrade to Stratus II( or Cirrus( as the need for more advanced central control functions arises.

3. Flexibility:  Satellites or decoders can be assigned to multiple schedules, allowing increased flexibility, which optimizes costly hardware.

4. Performance: The Stratus II central control system is backed by Rain Bird’s proven innovative insight (Rain Bird was the first to develop computerized central controls) and over 60 years of industry knowledge and experience.


	What are the Features/Benefits?
	Feature
	Benefit

	
	Windows XP Pro Advanced Software
	Higher level programming allows for more options; easy to use and fast response.

	
	Graphical Map Interface
	Simple to use and easy to understand program screens.

	
	Precipitation Rates or ET Adjustments
	By using precipitation rates and Et adjustments, customers can fine-tune their irrigation quickly to provide the proper amount of water to all microclimates throughout the course.  This can be done by station (changes affect only that specific station), providing the customer precise control with a simple keystroke.

	
	Sprinkler Control by area or station
	Start without reading a manual; fast and easy to program and user friendly.  Use QuickIRR’s exclusive one click programming technique or use Program Builder to construct your programs by pointing and clicking at stations on your map.

	
	Course Monitor(
	Provides a graphical view of the course with ability to monitor all activities at a glance; records all irrigation data for future reference.

	
	Station Detail(
	Shows complete analysis of all information associated with each hole, including greens, tees, fairways, roughs, approaches, and perimeters; adjustments can be viewed without guessing the location of the station.

	
	QuickStart( and QuickIRR( and Program Builder™
	Start without need of reading a manual; easy to program and user friendly.

	
	Water Budgeting
	Allows quick and specific adjustments for changes in environmental conditions.

	
	Direct Manual Access(
	Quick and easy station activation with the click of a button.

	
	Smart Pump(
	Exclusive feature balances water demand to match the pump station capacity, reduce system wear and tear, and save energy by managing the demand on the pump to maximize system output without causing undue stress to the pump and its components

	
	Pump Profiling(
	Limits power consumption from the pump station during peak electrical periods; users save money by increasing consumption when rates are lower.
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