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 Why Rain Bird Decoders
	What are Rain Bird Decoders?
	Rain Bird decoders act as switching stations for digitized commands to sprinkler heads.  Underground installation and simple, low-cost wiring make decoders an aesthetically pleasing and economical option for reliable in-field control.  They work just like satellites but are buried underground.

	Who is the Target Market?
	The primary market for Rain Bird decoders includes superintendents, specifiers, architects, consultants, contractors, city agencies, greens committees, and management companies.  Decoders provide a particularly appealing option in renovation situations because they require simple wiring and will work concurrently with satellites.  This makes expansion easy.  Decoders may also be desirable in flood plains or where the risk of damage or vandalism (to satellites) tends to be high.

	Who is the Competition?
	The competition comes primarily from Toro's SitePro( Central Decoder System (CDS). Rain Bird’s advantage stems from its extensive innovative background, its decoders' comprehensive package of features, Rain Bird’s current world wide installed base of decoders systems, including the following: 


	 RB Advantage
	 RB Decoder Feature that Demonstrates Advantage

	Flexible and expandable application use
	Rain Bird's decoders can be controlled from any of the Rain Bird central systems and with the Hybrid Cirrus and Nimbus II module, they can operate along with Satellites on the same course.


	 RB Advantage
	 RB Decoder Feature that Demonstrates Advantage

	Diagnostic Capabilities
	Decoder Diagnostics can be operated simply by the user

	Remote Control Capability
	Rain Bird's decoders can be controlled from the field using either wired in field transmitter, phone or handheld FREEDOM options.

	Maximum Number of Decoder Stations per Wire Path
	500

	Proven Success
	Over 10 years in the International Market and 6 years in the U.S.


	What are the Selling Points?
	1. Ease of Installation: Decoders are simple to install and cause little disruption to course playability.  

2. Cost Effectiveness: Wire and labor-related expenses are very economical.  A conventional, 18-hole course rarely uses more than 25,000 feet of wire and 250-300 decoders.

3. Compatibility: Rain Bird decoders can be added to a Hybrid central system (Cirrus or Nimbus II)so that they operate simultaneously with conventional satellites.  This makes it easy to expand irrigation coverage using a minimal amount of wire and decoders.

4. In-Field Control: Using either the Rain Bird Field Transmitter (which plugs in to the system at certain points on the course) or The FREEDOM System(, Rain Bird decoders can be operated from anywhere on the course.

5. Superior Design/Encapsulation: With Rain Bird decoders, all electronic components are fully sealed within a water-tight enclosure and buried underground.  They can be placed in a valve box for additional protection against the elements.

6. Aesthetics: Decoders provide a reasonable alternative to satellite controllers in situations where aesthetic considerations are critical.


	What are the Features/Benefits?
	Feature
	Benefit

	
	Pre-coded Addressing
	Eliminates the confusion associated with switch-based addressing.

	
	Simple, Two-Wire System
	Can be installed at the course’s pace with little operational downtime.

	
	Underground "Switch Boxes"
	Reduce the chance of damage from animals or vandals.

	
	Resistance to Water Damage
	Provides a solution for customers who need control on areas that frequently receive high water.

	
	Operates with all Rain Bird Centrals
	Customer is not obligated to buy a specific central system that only operates decoders.

	
	Built-in Lightning protection
	The FD-601 and FD-401 decoders include a lighting suppressor, which reduces labor and cost.

	
	Sensor Decoders
	Sensor decoders can be added to the same communication wire as the standard decoders.  Sensor decoders allow the central to become aware of and react to critical field situations.

	
	Color coded wires
	Each decoder has specific colored wires to reduce wiring errors.

	
	Low voltage requirements
	The Rain Bird decoders can operate more stations simultaneously on a single wire path than the competition.  This reduces installation and wire costs.

	
	Built-in Decoder Diagnostics
	Rain Bird decoder central include decoder diagnostics to alert the user of potential field problems. 
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